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must be fully recognized. Such a development
would mean a fundamental change in the collective
life of the Jews. It would not just mean that a latent
quality in it had been brought to the surface and
emphasized, it is a new orientation. The materials
are present, however, for the constitution of a nation.
The Jews were once a nation. They have ancient
national memories* They possess an attachment to
a particular land* They are a unified group. Should
they, then, not become a nation? The question has
the highest practical importance. What would be
the gain in such a development? What loss would
it involve ? Is it worth while ?

The arguments for it are political and spiritual.
The political argument, which embodied the original
motive in the Zionist movement, is that it would
normalize the position of the Jews. At present their
position is anomalous, and therefore constantly dan-
gerous. Because of it, they have no secure political
and economic rights, and they are often made to
suffer. To escape from the anomalous position and
its consequences, the nationalist says, the Jews should
become a nation* The spiritual argument for Jewish
nationalism antedates the formal beginnings of the
modern Zionist movement; but the Zionist move-
ment gave it a body* Its chief exponent was Asher